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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-17, 20, 24 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Laor (U.S. Patent No. 6,076,069) and further in view of Gabber et al 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,961,593). 

3. In re claim 1 Laor shows in figures 1-5 and related text a registration function to 
register a user as a club member (column 2, lines 14-21 & 26 - 32; column 4, lines 5 - 
14); a credential creation function to create a value token associating a club member 
with a benefit provided by the at least one affiliate of a club manager (column 2, lines 
14-21; column 3, lines 14 - 21); cryptographically signing the value token to create a 
credential (column 2, lines 18-21; column 2, lines 41 - 45); communicating the 
credential to the at least one affiliate for fulfillment of the benefit (column 2, lines 13-21; 
column 4, lines 20 - 29). 

4. Laor fails to show the user register as an anonymous club member; the 
credential is communicated to the affiliate without storing of the value token by the 
anonymous club member. 

5. Gabber et al. shows, in figures 1-6 and related text, in an analogous art related to 
a system and method that allows a user to browse personalized server resources on a 
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network anonymously, a method of registering a user as an anonymous club member 
(figure 3). 

6. It would have been obvious to one of skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
include the method of anonymous registration of Gabber et al. into the invention of Laor 
because anonymity prevents multiple sites from colluding to combine customer 
information using user names and passwords and build dossiers on particular 
customers (Gabber, column 2, lines 13-19). Additionally, it is important to note in the 
invention of Laor it is not explicitly stated that personal data is collected from the user 
during the registration process, rather it is understood that during the process of 
communicating the credential to the affiliate via the cookie placed on the client computer 
the anonymity of the user is compromised. Thus in the invention of Laor, once the 
cookie placed on the user computer is replaced with a method that allows the credential 
to be directly transmitted to the affiliate, as discussed below, the user's anonymity is 
maintained. 

7. Gabber et al. also shows a method of communicating a credential to an affiliate 
without requiring the anonymous club member to store a value token (column 11, lines 
15-54). 

8. In Laor, the credential is communicated to the affiliate in the form of a cookie 
stored on the user's computer. The value token contains information entitling the user 
to "a coupon" (Laor, column 2, line 1-21) that modifies a transaction. In Gabber the 
value token takes the form of data identifiers that allow server sites to recognize 
returning users and provide personalized service to them (Gabber, column 1 1 , lines 56- 
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58). These identifiers are transmitted directly from the proxy site to the server site 
(Gabber, column 7, lines 7-11). Both the coupon and data identifier applications of the 
value token fall under the applicant's definition of a value token as defined in the instant 
application (page 7, line 22). Further, cookies may compromise a users security by 
collecting information about the user and transmitting that information back to a web-site 
without the user's knowledge (Gabber, column 2, lines 39-50). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of skill in the art at the time of the invention, to substitute the 
method of using a cookie to transmit the value token to the affiliate with the method of 
direct transmission of the value token from the club manager (proxy site) to the affiliate 
for the explicit reasons discussed herein above. 

9. In re claim 2 Gabber et al. shows in figures 1-6 and related text a credential 
storage function to store information associating a club member with a value token and 
benefit (column 7, line 34 - 39). 

10. In re claim 3 Laor shows in figures 1-5 and related text at least one of the 
following; a membership number, a random number, a billing number, personal 
information about the user, a user-selected password, time-stamp information (column 
4, lines 5 - 14; column 5, lines 54 - 57). 

11. In re claim 4 Laor shows in figures 1-5 and related text at least one of the 
following; a prize, a product discount, a service discount, free goods, free services, 
access to content, goods or services not available to the general public (column 2, lines 
53 -60). 
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12. In re claim 5 Laor shows in figures 1-5 and related text the club manager 
comprises a web site (column 3, lines 52 - 56; column 5, lines 62 - 64). 

13. In re claim 6 Laor shows in figures 1-5 and related text a credential verification 
function to receive a credential including a value token from a club manager (column 2, 
lines 14 - 21; column 2, lines 53 -60); the value token associating a user with 
entitlement to a benefit as a club member (column 2, lines 53 - 60); verifying the 
authenticity of the credential (column 2, lines 39 - 45); a benefit provision to provide a 
benefit to a club member if the value token is valid (column 2, lines 39 - 45). 

14. Laor fails the show the user is an anonymous club member; the affiliate receives 
the credential directly from the club manager. 

15. Gabber et al. shows, in figures 1-6 and related text, in an analogous art related to 
a system and method that allows a user to browse personalized server resources on a 
network anonymously, a method of registering a user as an anonymous club member 
(figure 3). 

16. It would have been obvious to one of skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
include the method of anonymous registration of Gabber et al. into the invention of Laor 
because anonymity prevents multiple sites from colluding to combine customer 
information using user names and passwords and build dossiers on particular 
customers (Gabber, column 2, lines 13-19). Additionally, it is important to note in the 
invention of Laor it is not explicitly stated that personal data is collected from the user 
during the registration process, rather it is understood that during the process of 
communicating the credential to the affiliate via the cookie placed on the client computer 
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the anonymity of the user is compromised. Thus in the invention of Laor, once the 
cookie placed on the user computer is replaced with a method that allows the credential 
to be directly transmitted to the affiliate, as discussed below, the user's anonymity is 
maintained. 

1 7. Gabber et al. also shows a method of communicating a credential to an affiliate 
without requiring the anonymous club member to store a value token (column 1 1 , lines 
15-54). 

18. In Laor, the credential is communicated to the affiliate in the form of a cookie 
stored on the user's computer. The value token contains information entitling the user 
to "a coupon" (Laor, column 2, line 1-21) that modifies a transaction. In Gabber the 
value token takes the form of data identifiers that allow server sites to recognize 
returning users and provide personalized service to them (Gabber, column 1 1 , lines 56- 
58). These identifiers are transmitted directly from the proxy site to the server site 
(Gabber, column 7, lines 7-1 1). Both the coupon and data identifier applications of the 
value token fall under the applicant's definition of a value token as defined in the instant 
application (page 7, line 22). Further, cookies may compromise a users security by 
collecting information about the user and transmitting that information back to a web-site 
without the user's knowledge (Gabber, column 2, lines 39-50). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of skill in the art at the time of the invention, to substitute the 
method of using a cookie to transmit the value token to the affiliate with the method of 
direct transmission of the value token from the club manager (proxy site) to the affiliate 
for the explicit reasons discussed herein above. 
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19. In re clainn 7 Gabber et al. shows, in figures 1-6 and related text, the affiliate 
further comprises a credential database to store credentials for completed transactions 
of provision of benefits (column 6, line 59 - column 7, line 18). Wherein it is noted that 
the affiliate credential database contains the site-specific user identifiers that allow the 
user to access customized information. 

20. In re claim 8 Laor shows in figures 1-5 and related text at least one of the 
following; a prize, a product discount, a service discount, free goods, free services, 
access to content, goods, or services not available to the general public (column 2, lines 
53 - 60). 

21. In re claim 9 Laor shows in figures 1-5 and related text the affiliate comprises a 
web site (column 3, lines 52 - 56; column 3 lines 62 - 64). 

22. In re claim 10 Laor shows in figures 1-5 and related text a club manager to 
register a user as a club member (column 2, lines 14-21; column 4, lines 5 - 14); a 
value token associating a club member with entitlement to a benefit (column 2, lines 14 
- 21; column 3, lines 14 - 21); cryptographically signing the value token to create a 
credential (column 2, lines 18 - 21 ; column 2, lines 41 - 45); at least one affiliate to 
receive the credential from the club manager to verify the authenticity of the value token 
of the credential (column 2, lines 36 - 45); providing the benefit to the club member if the 
value token is valid (column 2, line 39 - 45). 

23. Laor fails to show the user register as an anonymous club member; the 
credential is communicated to the affiliate without storing of the value token by the 
anonymous club member. 
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24. Gabber et al. shows, in figures 1-6 and related text, In an analogous art related to 
a system and method that allows a user to browse personalized server resources on a 
network anonymously, a method of registering a user as an anonymous club member 
(figure 3). 

25. It would have been obvious to one of skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
include the method of anonymous registration of Gabber et al. into the invention of Laor 
because anonymity prevents multiple sites from colluding to combine customer 
information using user names and passwords and build dossiers on particular 
customers (Gabber, column 2, lines 13-19). Additionally, it is important to note in the 
invention of Laor it is not explicitly stated that personal data is collected from the user 
during the registration process, rather it is understood that during the process of 
communicating the credential to the affiliate via the cookie placed on the client computer 
the anonymity of the user is compromised. Thus in the invention of Laor, once the 
cookie placed on the user computer is replaced with a method that allows the credential 
to be directly transmitted to the affiliate, as discussed below, the user's anonymity is 
maintained. 

26. Gabber et al. also shows a method of communicating a credential to an affiliate 
without requiring the anonymous club member to store a value token (column 1 1 , lines 
15-54). 

27. In Laor, the credential is communicated to the affiliate in the form of a cookie 
stored on the user's computer. The value token contains information entitling the user 
to "a coupon" (Laor, column 2, line 1-21) that modifies a transaction. In Gabber the 



Application/Control Number: 09/447,912 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2161 

value token takes the form of data identifiers that allow server sites to recognize 
returning users and provide personalized service to them (Gabber, column 11, lines 56- 
58). These identifiers are transmitted directly from the proxy site to the server site 
(Gabber, column 7, lines 7-11). Both the coupon and data identifier applications of the 
value token fall under the applicant's definition of a value token as defined in the instant 
application (page 7, line 22). Further, cookies may compromise a users security by 
collecting information about the user and transmitting that information back to a web-site 
without the user's knowledge (Gabber, column 2, lines 39-50). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of skill in the art at the time of the invention, to substitute the 
method of using a cookie to transmit the value token to the affiliate with the method of 
direct transmission of the value token from the club manager (proxy site) to the affiliate 
for the explicit reasons discussed herein above. 

28. In re claim 1 1 Laor shows in figures 1-5 and related text the club manager and at 
least one affiliate are web sites (column 3, lines 52 - 56; column 3 lines 62 - 64); at 
least one server and a network for coupling a club manager to at least one affiliate 
(column 3, lines 31 -49). 

29. In re claim 12 Laor shows in figures 1-5 and related text registering the user as a 
member of a club (column 2, lines 14 - 21 ; column 4, lines 5-14); creating a value 
token associating the club member with entitlement to a benefit (column 3, lines 13 - 
21); cryptographically signing the value token to create a credential (column 2, lines 14 - 
21; column 3, lines 14-21); communicating the credential to the at least one affiliate 
(column 2, lines 14 - 18). 
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30. Laor fails to show the user register as an anonymous club member; the 
credential is communicated to the affiliate without storing of the value token by the 
anonymous club member. 

31 . Gabber et al. shows, in figures 1-6 and related text, in an analogous art related to 
a system and method that allows a user to browse personalized server resources on a 
network anonymously, a method of registering a user as an anonymous club member 
(figure 3). 

32. It would have been obvious to one of skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
include the method of anonymous registration of Gabber et al. into the Invention of Laor 
because anonymity prevents multiple sites from colluding to combine customer 
information using user names and passwords and build dossiers on particular 
customers (Gabber, column 2, lines 13-19). Additionally, it is important to note in the 
invention of Laor it is not explicitly stated that personal data is collected from the user 
during the registration process, rather it is understood that during the process of 
communicating the credential to the affiliate via the cookie placed on the client computer 
the anonymity of the user is compromised. Thus in the invention of Laor, once the 
cookie placed on the user computer is replaced with a method that allows the credential 
to be directly transmitted to the affiliate, as discussed below, the user's anonymity is 
maintained. 

33. Gabber et al. also shows a method of communicating a credential to an affiliate 
without requiring the anonymous club member to store a value token (column 11, lines 
15-54). 
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34. In Laor, the credential is communicated to the affiliate in the form of a cookie 
stored on the user's computer. The value token contains information entitling the user 
to "a coupon" (Laor, column 2, line 1-21) that modifies a transaction. In Gabber the 
value token takes the form of data identifiers that allow server sites to recognize 
returning users and provide personalized service to them (Gabber, column 1 1 , lines 56- 
58). These identifiers are transmitted directly from the proxy site to the server site 
(Gabber, column 7, lines 7-11). Both the coupon and data identifier applications of the 
value token fall under the applicant's definition of a value token as defined in the instant 
application (page 7, line 22). Further, cookies may compromise a users security by 
collecting information about the user and transmitting that information back to a web-site 
without the user's knowledge (Gabber, column 2, lines 39-50). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of skill in the art at the time of the invention, to substitute the 
method of using a cookie to transmit the value token to the affiliate with the method of 
direct transmission of the value token from the club manager (proxy site) to the affiliate 
for the explicit reasons discussed herein above. 

35. In re claim 13 Gabber et al. shows, in figures 1-6 and related text, using the value 
token previously created for a club member and benefit when the benefit has been 
obtained by the club member (column 7, lines 4-7). 

36. In re claim 14 Laor shows in figures 1-5 and related text at least one of the 
following; a membership number, a random number, a billing number, personal 
information about the user, a user-selected password, time stamp information (column 
4, lines 5-14; column 5, lines 54 - 57). 
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37. In re clainn 15 Laor shows in figures 1-5 and related text at least one of the 
following; a prize, a product discount, a service discount, free goods, free services, 
access to content, goods or services not available to the general public (column 2, lines 
53 - 60). 

38. In re claim 16 Gabber shows, in figures 1-6 and related text sending the 
credential to at least one affiliate as a link implemented in dynamic hyper-text markup 
language (column 8, lines 12 - 16). 

39. In re claim 17 Laor shows in figures 1-5 and related text receiving a credential 
signed by a club manager, the credential including a value token associating a club 
member with entitlement to a benefit (column 2, lines 14 - 21 ;column 2, lines 53 - 60); 
verifying authenticity of the value token (column 2, lines 16 - 21); a club member 
requesting information from a server wherein it is inherent that in order to request 
information from the server the client must provide an indication to the server as to what 
information he desires which thus shows obtaining from the club member information to 
complete a benefit transaction (column 4, lines 52 - 53); providing the benefit to the club 
member when the value token is verified (column 2, line 39 - column 2, line 45). 

40. Laor fails to show the user register as an anonymous club member; the 
credential is communicated to the affiliate without storing of the value token by the 
anonymous club member. 

41 . Gabber et al. shows, in figures 1-6 and related text, in an analogous art related to 
a system and method that allows a user to browse personalized server resources on a 
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network anonymously, a method of registering a user as an anonymous club member 
(figure 3). 

42. It would have been obvious to one of skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
include the method of anonymous registration of Gabber et al. into the invention of Laor 
because anonymity prevents multiple sites from colluding to combine customer 
information using user names and passwords and build dossiers on particular 
customers (Gabber, column 2, lines 13-19). Additionally, it is important to note in the 
invention of Laor it is not explicitly stated that personal data is collected from the user 
during the registration process, rather it is understood that during the process of 
communicating the credential to the affiliate via the cookie placed on the client computer 
the anonymity of the user is compromised. Thus in the invention of Laor, once the 
cookie placed on the user computer is replaced with a method that allows the credential 
to be directly transmitted to the affiliate, as discussed below, the user's anonymity is 
maintained. 

43. Gabber et al. also shows a method of communicating a credential to an affiliate 
without requiring the anonymous club member to store a value token (column 1 1 , lines 
15-54). 

44. In Laor, the credential is communicated to the affiliate in the form of a cookie 
stored on the user's computer. The value token contains information entitling the user 
to "a coupon" (Laor, column 2, line 1-21) that modifies a transaction. In Gabber the 
value token takes the form of data identifiers that allow server sites to recognize 
returning users and provide personalized service to them (Gabber, column 11, lines 56- 
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58). These identifiers are transmitted directly from the proxy site to the server site 
(Gabber, column 7, lines 7-11). Both the coupon and data identifier applications of the 
value token fall under the applicant's definition of a value token as defined in the instant 
application (page 7, line 22). Further, cookies may compromise a users security by 
collecting information about the user and transmitting that information back to a web-site 
without the user's knowledge (Gabber, column 2, lines 39-50). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of skill in the art at the time of the invention, to substitute the 
method of using a cookie to transmit the value token to the affiliate with the method of 
direct transmission of the value token from the club manager (proxy site) to the affiliate 
for the explicit reasons discussed herein above. 

45. In re claim 20 Laor shows in figures 1-5 and related text at least one of the 
following; a membership number, a random number, a billing number, personal 
information about the user, a user-selected password, time-stamp information (column 
4, lines 5 - 14; column 5, lines 54 - 57). 

46. In re claim 24 Laor shows, in figures 1-5 and related text, an IBM PC compatible 
operating system where it is inherent that an IBM PC is an article comprising machine 
readable medium having a plurality of machine readable instructions, wherein the 
instructions are executed by a processor (column 3, lines 50 - 52); the instructions 
allow a user to obtain a benefit from at least one affiliate because the user is a member 
of a club in an electronic commerce system (column 2, lines 14 - 18); registering the 
user as a member of a club (column 2, lines 14 - 21 ; column 4, lines 5-14); creating a 
value token associating the club member with entitlement to a benefit (column 3, lines 
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13-21); cryptographically signing the value token to create a credential (column 2, line 
14 - 21 ; column 3, lines 14 - 21 ); communicating the credential to the at least one 
affiliate (column 2, lines 14-18). 

47. Laor fails to show the user register as an anonymous club member; the 
credential is communicated to the affiliate without storing of the value token by the 
anonymous club member. 

48. Gabber et al. shows, in figures 1-6 and related text, in an analogous art related to 
a system and method that allows a user to browse personalized server resources on a 
network anonymously, a method of registering a user as an anonymous club member 
(figure 3). 

49. It would have been obvious to one of skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
include the method of anonymous registration of Gabber et al. into the invention of Laor 
because anonymity prevents multiple sites from colluding to combine customer 
information using user names and passwords and build dossiers on particular 
customers (Gabber, column 2, lines 13-19). Additionally, it is important to note in the 
invention of Laor it is not explicitly stated that personal data is collected from the user 
during the registration process, rather it is understood that during the process of 
communicating the credential to the affiliate via the cookie placed on the client computer 
the anonymity of the user is compromised. Thus in the invention of Laor, once the 
cookie placed on the user computer is replaced with a method that allows the credential 
to be directly transmitted to the affiliate, as discussed below, the user's anonymity is 
maintained. 
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50. Gabber et al. also shows a method of communicating a credential to an affiliate 
without requiring the anonymous club member to store a value token (column 1 1 , lines 
15-54). 

51 . In Laor, the credential is communicated to the affiliate in the form of a cookie 
stored on the user's computer. The value token contains information entitling the user 
to "a coupon" (Laor, column 2, line 1-21) that modifies a transaction. In Gabber the 
value token takes the form of data identifiers that allow server sites to recognize 
returning users and provide personalized service to them (Gabber, column 1 1 , lines 56- 
58). These identifiers are transmitted directly from the proxy site to the server site 
(Gabber, column 7, lines 7-11). Both the coupon and data identifier applications of the 
value token fall under the applicant's definition of a value token as defined in the instant 
application (page 7, line 22). Further, cookies may compromise a users security by 
collecting information about the user and transmitting that information back to a web-site 
without the user's knowledge (Gabber, column 2, lines 39-50). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of skill in the art at the time of the invention, to substitute the 
method of using a cookie to transmit the value token to the affiliate with the method of 
direct transmission of the value token from the club manager (proxy site) to the affiliate 
for the explicit reasons discussed herein above. 

52. In re claim 25 Laor shows in figures 1-5 and related text an IBM PC compatible 
operating system where it is inherent that an IBM PC is an article comprising machine 
readable medium having a plurality of machine readable instructions, wherein the 
instructions are executed by a processor (column 3, lines 50 - 52); the instructions 
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coordinate provision of a benefit by an affiliate to a member of a club controlled by a 
club manager in a electronic commerce system (column 2, lines 14 - 18); receiving a 
credential signed by a club manager, the credential including a value token associating 
a club member with entitlement to a benefit (column 2, lines 14-21; column 2, lines 53 
- 60); verifying authenticity of the value token (column 2, lines 16 - 21); a club member 
requesting information from a server wherein it is inherent that in order to request 
information from the server the client must provide an indication to the server as to what 
information he desires which thus shows obtaining from the club member information to 
complete a benefit transaction (column 4, line 52 - 53); providing the benefit to the club 
member when the value token is verified (column 2, lines 39 - 45). 

53. Laor fails to show the user register as an anonymous club member; the 
credential is communicated to the affiliate without storing of the value token by the 
anonymous club member. 

54. Gabber et al. shows, in figures 1-6 and related text, in an analogous art related to 
a system and method that allows a user to browse personalized server resources on a 
network anonymously, a method of registering a user as an anonymous club member 
(figure 3). 

55. It would have been obvious to one of skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
include the method of anonymous registration of Gabber et al. into the invention of Laor 
because anonymity prevents multiple sites from colluding to combine customer 
information using user names and passwords and build dossiers on particular 
customers (Gabber, column 2, lines 13-19), Additionally, it is important to note in the 
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invention of Laor it is not explicitly stated that personal data is collected from the user 
during the registration process, rather it is understood that during the process of 
communicating the credential to the affiliate via the cookie placed on the client computer 
the anonymity of the user is compromised. Thus in the invention of Laor, once the 
cookie placed on the user computer is replaced with a method that allows the credential 
to be directly transmitted to the affiliate, as discussed below, the user's anonymity is 
maintained. 

56. Gabber et al. also shows a method of communicating a credential to an affiliate 
without requiring the anonymous club member to store a value token (column 11, lines 
15-54). 

57. In Laor, the credential is communicated to the affiliate in the form of a cookie 
stored on the user's computer. The value token contains information entitling the user 
to "a coupon" (Laor, column 2, line 1-21) that modifies a transaction. In Gabber the 
value token takes the form of data identifiers that allow server sites to recognize 
returning users and provide personalized service to them (Gabber, column 11, lines 56- 
58). These identifiers are transmitted directly from the proxy site to the server site 
(Gabber, column 7, lines 7-11). Both the coupon and data identifier applications of the 
value token fall under the applicant's definition of a value token as defined in the instant 
application (page 7, line 22). Further, cookies may compromise a users security by 
collecting information about the user and transmitting that information back to a web-site 
without the user's knowledge (Gabber, column 2, lines 39-50). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of skill in the art at the time of the invention, to substitute the 
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method of using a cookie to transmit the value token to the affiliate with the method of 
direct transmission of the value token from the club manager (proxy site) to the affiliate 
for the explicit reasons discussed herein above. 

58. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Laor in 
view of Gabber et al. as applied to claim 17 above, and further in view of Barnett et al 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,321,208). 

59. In re claim 18, Laor substantially discloses the invention as claimed, but fails to 
show registering the value token as used after the benefit transaction is completed. 
Barnett et al shows in an analogous art related to a method and system for electronic 
distribution of product redemption coupons, in figures 1-26 and related text, registering 
the value token as used after the benefit transaction is completed (column 5, lines 46 - 



60. In certain instances an affiliate may want to offer a club member only one chance 
to redeem a value token in order that the club manager may reduce costs incurred by 
offering the benefit, thus it would be to the affiliate's advantage to register each token as 
used after the benefit transaction is completed. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to register the value 
token as used after the benefit transaction is completed in Laor as taught in Barnett et al 
for the explicit reasons discussed herein above. 

61. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Laor in 
view of Gabber et al. as applied to claim 17 above, and further in view of Eggleston et al 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,061,660). 



62). 
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62. In re claim 19, Laor substantially discloses the invention as claimed, but fails to 
show billing a club manager for a benefit provided to a club member. Eggleston et al 
shows in an analogous art related to a method of and system for distributing and 
redeeming electronic coupons in a computer network environment, in figures 1-26 and 
related text, billing a club manager for a benefit provided to a club member (column 15, 
lines 8-12). Billing a club manager for a benefit provided allows a club manager to 
offer an incentive to a club member without financially burdening the affiliate offering the 
benefit redemption. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to bill a club manager for a benefit provided to a 
club member in Laor as taught in Eggleston et al for the explicit reasons discussed 
herein above. 

63. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Laor in 
view of Gabber et al. as applied to claim 17 above, and further in view of Barnett et al 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,321,208). 

64. In re claim 21 , Laor substantially discloses the invention as claimed, but fails to 
show verifying the authenticity further comprises determining that the value token has 
not been previously used. 

65. Barnett et al shows in an analogous art related to a method and system for 
electronic distribution of product redemption coupons, in figures 1-10 and related text, 
verifying the authenticity comprises determining that the value token has not been 
previously used (column 5, lines 46 - 62). By determining a value token has not 
previously been used a club manager or affiliate can reduce fraud and offer one-time 
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use value tokens. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to verify the authenticity by determining that the value 
token has not been previously used in Laor as taught in Barnett et al for the explicit 
reasons discussed herein above. 

66. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21, 24&25 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

67. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

68. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

69. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimberly B Eaton whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3229. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 8:00 am - 
6:00 pm EST. 
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70. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 703-305-9768. 

71 . The Fax phone number for the UNOFFICIAL FAX for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 746-7240 (for informal or draft 
communications, please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

72. The Fax phone number for the OFFICIAL FAX for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 746-7239 (for formal communications 
intended for entry). 

73. The Fax phone number for AFTER-FINAL communications where this application 
or proceeding is assigned in (703) 746-7238. 

74. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 



3900. 



76. April 18,2002 



75. 
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